Summer Briggs

I believe that every child has the potential to be a successful learner. As an educator it is my role to support that learning by creating a safe, flexible and comfortable environment in which engaging learning activities take place. I believe that embracing cultural and lifestyle differences within a classroom help to create an environment that is respectful to the individual learning needs of every student. Learning about each child’s background, home life, what level of learning they have achieved, and what their unique learning abilities are will be essential to individualizing their learning experiences as much as possible. 

Students acquire more knowledge when content is presented to them in a personally relevant way. Students in my class will participate in activities that use principals of engagement for deeper learning, for example; collaboration, choice, using a variety of interesting texts, and build on their prior knowledge. Students will be allowed to have choices in their learning whenever possible. I believe that learning can and should be fun, regardless of the content. I will use the core curriculum to show them how they can achieve deeper levels of learning, using Bloom’s taxonomy as a reference for structuring my lesson plans. Today’s world is becoming more and more technology-based. It is part of my responsibility as a teacher to prepare students for everyday technology use and therefore my students will participate in learning activities that are technology-based. Activities like WebQuests, online field trips, and participation in classroom blogs will provide them with opportunities to learn about using the Internet to conduct research, interact with others, and bring experiences into the classroom that they may not otherwise be able to experience.

Using these classroom strategies, I hope to inspire my students to learn for the sake of learning, not so they’ll get a pizza party at the end of the month. I want to have built on my student’s prior knowledge of concepts and to have helped them develop new knowledge. I will design learning activities that challenge my students to think critically, increase their ability to effectively communicate, and I will help them see the relationships between what we discuss in class and how it pertains to their lives by guiding them through real-world learning activities that involve a variety of mediums and senses. 

I will assess my students learning through daily observations, formal and informal assessments, and by using portfolios as a representation of what my students have accomplished. I plan to keep an individual notebook for each student so I can take observation notes and document meaningful interactions. For each assignment I will provide rubrics to set clear expectations and eliminate potential conflicts in grading. 

I will teach my students to have confidence and know that they can tackle any challenge presented to them. I want them to have respect for the learning process and respect for others. My classroom will be one that respects the rights of individuals and embraces the diversity of all. The process of creating classroom rules will be one of collaboration where all students will get to voice their feelings about how one should act in class. Students will also help to decide the consequences of misbehavior. The rules will be clearly stated and consistently enforced. 

I believe that all students deserve access to educators who are experts in what they teach. I know that in everything I do I strive to give 110 percent. I hope that my passion and commitment to learning will be an inspiration to my students. 

